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Introduction: 

In 2020, a decision was made that a new initiative in the Village of Bourbonnais would be to 

improve the parks.  The mission is to set short- and long-term facility recommendations and 

plan to update the park system in this community.  The following document was created to 

encourage the future development process of a master plan for the Village of Bourbonnais 

parks.  It presents information about national and state trends, outdoor participation patterns, 

a progress report on the Village of Bourbonnais Parks and an assessment of the conditions of 

the parks. The compilation of data intends to encourage discussion about creating a new 

master plan for parks. 

No community can establish itself as a desirable location for businesses and residents to relocate 

without building and maintaining a robust, active system of parks for public use and enjoyment. It 

is vital for Bourbonnais to have well-developed parks that offer facilities which would be beneficial 

for residents and respond to their needs. 

 

According to National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA), three vitally important aspects of 
Parks and 

Recreation that benefit communities include: 

ω Economic Value 

ω Health and Environmental 

ω Social Importance 
 

Village of Bourbonnais 2030 Comprehensive Plan regarding Parks 

Village of Bourbonnais Comprehensive Plan stated the following regarding the existing parks in 

the Village: 

 

άParks and open spaces in the community include active and passive 
recreational areas, natural areas, and the Riverfront trail system, and are 
owned and operated by different public entities, such as the Village of 
Bourbonnais and the Bourbonnais Township Park District, as well as 
private operators.έ 
 
άIn 2009, there were approximately 18 publicly owned parks in the Village, 
totaling about 56 acres. With the addition of the approximately 50-acre 
Diamond Point playing fields (recently annexed by the Village and 
purchased by the Bourbonnais Township Park District), there are now over 
100 acres of publicly owned parks in the community. Including both public 
and privately owned parks and open spaces (the latter of which include 
open spaces owned by residential ǎǳōŘƛǾƛǎƛƻƴ ƘƻƳŜƻǿƴŜǊǎΩ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ 
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among other private owners), there are over 230 acres, or four percent, of 
land area devoted to parks and open spaces in Bourbonnais as of 2011. The 
National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA) recommend 
approximately 10 acres of community park land per 1,000 residents. 
According to this standard, the Village has less publicly accessible park land 
than is recommended for a community of its size (18,631 residents 
in 2010).έ 

 
Challenges & Opportunities 

 
Need for Park Plan 

A parks and open-space plan outline a systematic approach to providing parks and recreation 

services to a community.  Parks and open space resources within a community include 

environmental, recreational, scenic, cultural, historic, and urban design elements.   

Open space within parks need to be included in planning to provide a multitude of public 

functions.  These functions can include: 

¶ Protection of natural resources 

¶ Creation of places for recreation 

¶ Support for economic development opportunities including neighborhood stabilization 

¶ Development of neighborhood gathering places 

¶ Promotion of public health benefits 

¶ Creation of civic and cultural infrastructure 

¶ Shaping patters of development through open spaces. 

¢ƘŜ ŀōƻǾŜ ǊŜŦŜǊŜƴŎŜŘ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ōŀǎƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǇŀǊƪ ǇƭŀƴƴƛƴƎΦ  

 

Challenges 

¶ Lack little to no previous park planning 

¶ Inaccessible parks 

¶ No programming 

¶ Budgeting constraints 

¶ Aging equipment 

¶ No Regional Park 

¶ Parks lack amenities 

Opportunities 

¶ Facilitates neighborhood revitalization 

¶ Connectivity to regional trails 

¶ Funding 

¶ Parks strategically located in 

neighborhoods 

¶ Closest community to the Kankakee 

River State Park 

¶ Quality parks attract residents and 

visitors 

¶ Create social gathering interaction 
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Goals and Objectives 

Typical expressions of parks and open space goals and objections consider the following: 

¶ Quality: TŀǊƎŜǘƛƴƎ ŀ ǘƻǘŀƭ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ŀŎǊŜŀƎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǎŜǘ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀǊƪǎ 

and protecting a total percentage of the land in any new development as open space. 

¶ Proximity: Locating parks within a certain area for every resident or provide facilities 

within a specific driving time. 

¶ Accessibility: assuring that parks are located to be physically accessible be foot, bicycle, 

or public transportation and visually accessible for the greater public. 

¶ Distribution: arranging park locations to ensure balanced service across geographic 

areas. 

¶ Equality: Providing facilities and programs evenly across socioeconomic populations.  

¶ Environmental protection: Assuring the protection of specific natural resources. 

¶ Balance:  offering a mix of places and activities throughout the system. 

¶ Shaping: Identifying ways that the open space will promote or contain growth. 

¶ Sustainability: determining physical and financial methods to support the park and open 

space system. 

¶ Connections: Identifying places and ways to link parkland and associated resources. 

Parks are a Key Economic Benefit for Bourbonnais 

Parks provide a great benefit to citizens, both those who live nearby and tourists. In addition to 

their many environmental benefits, including preserving plant and animal habitat, decreasing 

air pollution, and water filtration, parks create an economic benefit for both governments and 

individuals. Creating well planned parks and preserving sufficient land for them can generate 

financial returns that are often many times greater than the money initially invested into the 

project, even when maintenance costs are factored in. 

Homebuyers prefer homes close to parks, open space, and greenery. Proximity to parks 

increases property value, thereby increasing property tax revenue. Research has shown that a 

5% increase in property values for houses within 500 feet of a park is a conservative estimate of 

the change in property value due to proximity to a park. Companies often choose to locate in 

communities that offer amenities such as parks as a means of attracting and retaining top-level 

workers. 

 

Financing for Parks 

Parks can provide a restive and reflective place for people to get away from the hustle and 

bustle ς ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎΣ ƛƴ ǿƻǊŘǎ ƻŦǘŜƴ ŎǊŜŘƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ CǊŜŘŜǊƛŎƪ [ŀǿ hƭƳǎǘŜŀŘΣ ŀǎ άǘƘŜ ƭǳƴƎǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƛǘȅΦέ 

Parks can also provide a place for active recreation, allowing village residence the chance to 

place basketball or softball or tennis in neighborhoods. Young parents rely on parks to give their 

tots a safe place to play. 
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All these benefits have made public parks a critical ς and permanent ς part of the urban system 

of governance for many decades. Traditionally parks have been provided to the public for 

freeτ though recreation programs have often charged a nominal fee ς on the theory that in 

crowded cities parks enhance the quality of life, improve public health and even improve public 

safety by providing places and activities for at-risk youth who otherwise might be engaged in 

criminal activity.  

In recent years, however, parks and recreation facilities have faced a funding crisis. With the 

financial resources available to local governments in decline, there has been significant 

competition among different public services for tax funds. Parks and recreation programs have 

often lost this competition, especially to police and public works services, meaning parks have 

far less tax support than they used to. This funding crisis has led to a widespread debate about 

the future role of city and county parks and recreation programs. 

The Village of Bourbonnais recently obtained a bond for various improvement projects 

throughout the community.  The Village has allocated $750,000 of the $3.1 million dollar bond 

to be utilized for improvement of parks.  

Possible solutions  

Free vs Free: The most obvious solution to the parks funding crisis is for parks departments to 

charge fees to their residents for access to certain parks. Indeed, many departments are being 

pushed in this direction by a variety of factors, including the loss of general fund revenues and 

ǘƘŜ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ άŎƻǎǘ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅ Ǝƻŀƭǎέ ŦƻǊ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎΦ 

 The idea of charging residents for some programs and services has a great deal of merit. 

Obviously, it can raise much-needed revenue for operations and maintenance. If programs are 

provided for free, it is easy to fall into the trap of simply providing the same products and 

services, without change, year after year even as constituencies and their preferences change. 

¶ Partnerships with Other Government Agencies and Nonprofits:  Many participants 

highlighted the opportunities that exist through partnering with other government 

agencies that have similar missions and nonprofit organizations that often have 

overlapping missions. Parks departments manage large amounts of land ς often the 

biggest chunks of open space available in an intensely urban setting. By pursuing 

conservation goals as well as recreation goals ς ŦƻǊ ŜȄŀƳǇƭŜΣ ǳǎƛƴƎ άƭƻǿ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ 

ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘέ ǘŜŎƘƴƛǉǳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǎǘƻǊƳǿŀǘŜǊ ǊǳƴƻŦŦ ƛƴ ŀ ƎǊŜŜƴ ǿŀȅ ς parks 

departments can tap into new sources of capital and maintenance funds. 

1. Bourbonnais Township Park District 

2. Illinois Department of Natural Resources 

3. Kankakee County 

¶ Focusing on new construction v. maintenance: In a time of limited resources, many parks 

departments must choose between construction of new facilities and ongoing 
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maintenance of old facilities. In the current fiscal situation, it is probably advisable to 

ŦƻŎǳǎ ƻƴ ŀ άŦƛȄ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘέ ǇƻƭƛŎȅ ς making sure that existing facilities are in good repair. 

However, άŦƛȄ ƛǘ ŦƛǊǎǘέ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǘŜƴǘƛŀƭ ǘƻ ƭƻŎƪ ƛƴ ŜȄƛǎǘƛƴƎ ƛƴŜǉǳƛǘƛŜǎ ς if, for 

example, affluent neighborhoods have more existing facilities than poor neighborhoods. 

It can be difficult to focus on correcting these inequities in a time of limited fiscal 

resources 

¶ Use of volunteers: As financial resources have become more constrained, parks and 

recreation departments ς like many other government agencies ς have increased the 

use of volunteers to complete tasks formerly done by employees. Most often these are 

low-level tasks, often routine maintenance in neighborhood parks and locations of 

importance to the volunteers. Although volunteers can serve as an enormous source of 

manpower, paid staff must train, deploy, and manage volunteers to be effective. 

Study Creation Process: 

Starting in March of 2020, Village of Bourbonnais Staff inventoried and evaluated twenty-one 

parks in the Village.  The following information was acquired about each park: 

¶ Amenities available (equipment, etc.) 

¶ Number of picnic tables 

¶ Number of benches 

¶ Number of trash receptacles 

¶ Year acquired 

¶ Age of Equipment 

¶ Park Classification 

¶ Size (sq. ft. or acreage) 

¶ Location 

¶ Brief description of existing conditions 

Based on goals and objections, the park planning process should be guided by three social 

factors: 

ω The need to accommodate different cultures 

ω The need to include citizen opinion in the process 

ω The identification of the wellness movement 
 

The following parks were not included in the assessment and recommendation because they 

are being redeveloped with the Campus Plan  

¶ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊ 

¶ Goselin Park 

¶ Event and Skate Park 

Staff used their knowledge of the following to create this report: 

¶ Assessing the existing conditions of parks and open space 

¶ Planning future use for parks including creation of cost estimates for proposed 

amenities 
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¶ Organizing data and designs to provide parks and open space that meet safety, 

accessibility, environmental, sustainable, use-balance and quality recreation for the 

community.  

¶ Certified training for park staff is recommended.  Obtaining the Certified Parks and Recreation 

Professional or Certified Playground Safety Inspector, for examples.  

In September of 2020, 300 people participated in a 10-question on-line survey to provide 
feedback about the existing village parks.  This process is designed to ensure that the planning 
team gathers the input necessary to develop a plan that is technically sound, rooted in the 
needs of the community and implementable.  The questionnaire is a key tool for broadening 
participation and validating the input.  
 
This baseline data provides the necessary information to make critical recommendations for 

ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊƪ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎȅǎǘŜƳΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ŜȄŜǊŎƛǎŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŜƴŀōƭŜǎ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜ ǘƻ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŜŀŎƘ ǇŀǊƪΩǎ ǾŀƭǳŜ 

within the total system.  A summary and information from the on-line survey is provided in 

later pages in this report.  

Land Use for Parks and Recreation:  

The Village of Bourbonnais is composed of over 6,000 acres of land. Its size gives the Village an 

ability to provide extensive park land and recreational activities. Currently Bourbonnais has 18 

parks.  The area of parks and open space located inside the Village limits is 68.3 acres, or 

ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ м҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǘƻǘŀƭ ƭŀƴŘ ǳǎŜ.  

Residents of the village are lacking 17 acres of recommended park land. This calculation is 
based on the 2019 National Recreation and Park Association (NPRA) Agency Performance 
wŜǾƛŜǿΣ άǘƘŜ ǘȅǇƛŎŀƭ ǇŀǊƪ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƎŜƴŎȅ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ƻƴŜ ǇŀǊƪ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ нΣмум ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ 
served, with 10 acres of park land per 1,000 residents. Based on the 2010 Census estimates, the 
population and the number of parks Bourbonnais has, the Village offers two parks for every 
2,181 residents served. As for 10.1 acres of park land per 1,000, the Village should offer 85.4 
acres of park land while Bourbonnais total land for park and recreation use is 68.3 acres. 
 

New park standards call for a άsystem approacƘέ to parks and recreation facilities planning. The 

new guidelines state that every community has its own defining characteristics and a one size 

fits all approach is not appropriate. The communities must be evaluated individually and the 

decision about quantity and range of parks and recreation activities must be made accordingly. 
 

Park Classification 

Park classification system is a way of creating order to and providing a common language for the 

parks and open-space system.  Park types are often arranged by service area, size, population 

served and typical facilities.  Park classification may also address functions, such as serving 

recreation, social gathering, and green infrastructure functions. 
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Using the NRPA standards, each park is classified based on set criteria.  

 

Mini-Parks:  Mini-park is the smallest park classification and is used to address limited or isolate 
recreational needs. Criteria include: 
 
V Concentrated or limited populations 
V Isolated development areas 
V Unique recreational opportunities 
V Between 2500 sq. ft . and one acre in size 

 
Parks falling within the classification include: 
 

¶ Bon Aire Park 

¶ Gettysburg Park 

¶ Granger Park 

¶ Jordan Park 

¶ Northfield Park 

¶ Northwest Park 

¶ Stonewall Park 

 

Neighborhood Parks:  Neighborhood parks remain the basic unit of the park system and serve as 
the recreational and social focus of the neighborhood. They should be developed for both active 
and passive recreation activities geared specifically for those living within the service area. 
Accommodating a wide variety of age and user groups, including children, adults, the elderly, and 
special populations, is important. Creating a sense of place by bringing together the unique 
character of the site with that of the neighborhood is vital to successful design. Criteria include: 

 

V 5 acres is generally accepted as the minimum size necessary to provide space for a menu 
of recreation activities. 7 to 10 acres is considered optimal. 

V centrally located within its service area, which encompasses a 1/4 to 1/2-mile distance 
uninterrupted by non-residential roads and other physical barriers.  

V The site should be accessible to its service area by way of interconnecting trails, 
sidewalks, or low-volume residential streets.  

V Ease of access and walking distance are critical factors in locating a neighborhood park.  

 
Parks falling within the classification include: 

¶ Cavalier de LaSalle Park 

¶ Keno Park 

¶ Latham Park 

¶ Marcotte Park 

¶ Meadows Park 

¶ Patriot Park 

¶ Slater Park 

¶ Sun Ridge Park 

¶ Thirteen Acre Park 

¶ Meadowbrook Park 

¶ Ed Hayes Park 

¶ Meadows Park 

Community Parks: Community parks are larger in size and serve a broader purpose than 
neighborhood parks. Their focus is on meeting the recreation needs of several neighborhoods or 
large sections of the community, as well as preserving unique landscapes and open spaces. They 
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allow for group activities and offer other recreational opportunities not feasible -nor perhaps 
desirable-at the neighborhood level. As with neighborhood parks, they should be developed for 
both active and passive recreation activities.  Criteria include: 

 

V A community park should serve two or more neighborhoods.  
V Quality of the natural resource base should play a significant role in site selection.  
V The site should be serviced by arterial and collector streets and be easily accessible from 

throughout its service area by way of interconnecting trails.  
V Between 20 and 50 acres 

 
Parks falling within the classification include: 

  

ω /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ {ŀŦŜǘȅ /ŜƴǘŜǊΣ 9ǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ 
Skate Park, Goselin Park combined 

¶ Riverfront Park 

 

It is worth noting that not every Bourbonnais park meets one classification exactly; some have 

multiple classifications. The parks are classified based on the closest classification standard and 

impact that they have on the community.  
 

 

In contrast to mini-parks, neighborhood parks offer more variety in recreational activities. 

When new residential neighborhoods are created, the Village Staff and the Planning Commission 

reviews each proposal to determine if the neighborhood needs a park. If they do not deem it 

necessary, the applicant is granted to pay fees-in-lieu instead. 

 

Essential Nature of Parks and Recreation: 

Parks are complex elements of a village. They can have different uses, may be specialized in their 

function, or provide visual appeal for residents. However, they define the shape and feel of a 

village and its neighborhoods. They also function as a conscious tool for revitalization. 
 

 

 

Outdoor Recreation Trends and Demands: 

For future development of parks, it is essential to consider both national and state outdoor 

recreation trends to understand emerging preferences. Studying the national and state trends will 

provide a better understanding of what communities expect when it comes to parks and 

recreation, and possible future trends. Most importantly, gaining information on general 

recreational interests will help better serve current residents and attract new residents. 
 

National Trends: 
In 2015 NRPA ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘŜŘ Ƙƻǿ ŘŜƳƻƎǊŀǇƘƛŎ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΩǎ ǾƛŜǿ ƻŦ 

local public parks. The researchers surveyed 1,144 randomly selected U.S. adults and found that 

Americans are as enthusiastic in their support for public parks as they were 25 years ago. This 
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attitude is shared by the public across almost every demographic group through the United 

States. In more details, the study showed that: 

¶ Most Americans live within walking distance of a park and a major factor for why 

Americans go to their local park on a regular basis is proximity 

¶ Two-thirds surveyed identified that within walking distance of their home is a park, 

playground or some other type of open space. It is worth noting that the survey did not 

ǎǇŜŎƛŦȅ άǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΣέ ōǳǘ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǊŜǎǇondents to decide what is considered as a 

άǿŀƭƪƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘŀƴŎŜέ 

¶ 7 in 10 Americans go to their local park 

¶ 26% of respondents use public parks frequently for personal use, 44% occasionally, and 

30% not at all. 76% surveyed indicated that household members use local parks either 

frequently or occasionally. 83% said that they get personal benefits from public parks 

¶ 97% park users and 80% of non-users identify that the community benefits from public 

parks 

From the responses listed in the open-ended question asking what specific benefits 

respondents gain from their local parks or recreation programs, both 1992 and 2015 studies 

found that Americans visit parks for: 

¶ Personal   benefits   such   as   exercise, health, relaxation, entertainment, enjoying 

being outdoors 

¶ Environmental benefits:  nature, aesthetics, fresh air, open space, wildlife 

¶ Social benefits:  sense of community, spending time with family, a safe place to take 

children, a place to socialize 

¶ Economic benefits:  effect on property values, increasing business activity in community 

¶ Facility and activity-oriented benefits:  area for playing, recreation, sports, and an area 

to take pets 

 
The most frequently mentioned benefits in the surveys conducted in 1992 and 2015 were 

physical activity and health. Thus, the results of both studies show that Americans perceive 

parks and recreation as an essential part of healthy living. 

In addition, considering environmental changes, economic sustainability, and increased 

sedentary lifestyle that causes health problems and obesity, NRPA identifies priorities for local 

parks: 

¶ Conservation 

¶ Health and Wellness 

¶ Social Equity 

The study shows that Americans also support these two pillars: 
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¶ 86% favor conserving the natural environment, 80% protecting open space, 84% 

support parks offering facilities and services to improve physical health, and 80% 

recreation facilities and services to reduce stress and improve mental health. 

¶ 88% support equal access to quality programs and facilities by all members of the 

community and 77% addressing the needs of individuals with disabilities. 

According to the Park Pulse Survey conducted by NRPA in 2019, 55% of Americans visit local 

parks or picnic areas to experience health benefits of nature, and 56% visit lakes, riverfront, or 

beach for the same purpose. The top three recreational activities are picnicking with family and 

friends (58%), going to the pool (48%), and walking or hiking along a local trail (45%). 

10-Min Walk Assessment (1/2-mile walk): 

Recent movement to improve access to parks and green space while transforming communities 
is setting a goal of providing a safe, easy access to a quality park within a 10-minute walk of 
home.  Research reveals how crucial open spaces are for maintaining physical and mental 
ƘŜŀƭǘƘΣ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ ƻŦ ŀ ǊƻƭŜ ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ Ǉƭŀȅ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘǊȅ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘŜǎ ŀ ǊŜŎƻǾŜǊȅΦ  
 
The goal is to create a world that everyone in the US have safe, convenient access to a park 
within a 10-min walk of their home.  
 
The following map contains the locate of all the existing parks in the Village of Bourbonnais.  
The purple circle areas indicate the 10-minute walk (half-mile) distance from each park.  The 
map shows that most of the village is within the 10-min walk distance from a village park. 
 
The southern corner of the village does not have access to a park that is within the village, but it 
is within the 10 min walk distance to Perry Farm. 
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Responsibility and Budget for Parks: 

tŀǊƪǎ ŀǊŜ ƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ²ƻǊƪǎ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘΦ  bƻ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

residents is provided in any of our parks.   

The Budget for the Village of Bourbonnais Parks include the following items: 

¶ {ǳƳƳŜǊ ²ƻǊƪŜǊΩǎ {ŀƭŀǊƛŜǎ 

¶ General Grounds Expenses and 

maintenance 

¶ Telecommunication (Camera 

Internet service) 

¶ Park Electricity 

¶ Rental Charges (porta-potty) 

¶ Fertilizer 

¶ Mulch 

¶ Weed Killer 

¶ Misc. Supplies 

¶ Parking lot and Park Equipment 

Repairs 

 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ Budget for Parks: 

2021:  $82,307 

2020:  $132,449 

2019: $96,336 

2018: $77,566 

2017: $72,763 

±ƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ .ǳŘƎŜǘ ŦƻǊ tŀǊƪǎΥ 
 
Lƴ ŦƛǎŎŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƻŦ нлнл ŀƴŘ нлмф ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘ ŀƴȅ /ŀǇƛǘŀƭ ƛƴǾŜǎǘƳŜƴǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǾƛƭƭŀƎŜΩǎ ǇŀǊƪǎΦ  Lƴ 
2018, the village spent $11,406 for the installation of the six-foot fence adjacent to the Event 
and Skate Park.  The 2021 Capital Budget includes an investment of $500,000 in improvements 
in the parks. 
 
Compared to other local government functions, some local officials perceive parks and 
recreation as not as important as many other services typically provided by local governments 
(e.g., public safety, infrastructure, transportation). This manifest itself through fluctuating 
funding for park and recreation services. During times of economic surplus, park and recreation 
agencies benefit from large percentage gains in their budgets. However, during times of 
economic shortfall, officials are likely to cut funding for parks and recreation more severely 
than any other widely offered local government service. This finding suggests that local 
government officials view parks and recreation as more of a luxury rather than as an essential 
service that deserves consistent and expanded funding.  
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In 2020, an existing conditions assessment and inventory was conducted on each Village of Bourbonnais 

park to begin the process for a new master plan for the parks.   

The following information was acquired about each park: 

¶ Amenities available (equipment, etc.) 

¶ Number of picnic tables 

¶ Number of benches 

¶ Number of trash receptacles 

¶ Year acquired 

¶ Age of Equipment 

¶ Park Classification 

¶ Size (sq. ft. or acreage) 

¶ Location 

¶ Brief description of existing conditions 

The following pages provide the existing conditions analysis of the parks in the Village of 

Bourbonnais. 
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Bon Aire Park 

 

 

 
Bon Aire Park is located 350 feet north of the intersection of Beaudoin 
Ave. and Belle Aire Avenue on the East side of the road.  Bon Aire Park 
serves Bon Aire Subdivision and Armour Subdivision.   
 
Bon Aire Park is a mini park due to its limited population served, and less 
than an acre in size.  
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Bon Aire Park 
Quantity 

Baseball Fields     

Basketball Court     

Benches V 1 

Bike Trails     

Covered Picnic Table Area     

Fishing     

Frisbee Golf     

Grill     

Pavilion     

Picnic Tables     

Playground V 1 

Restroom     

Seasonal Skating     

Soccer Fields     

Tennis Courts     

Trash Can V 1 

Walking Trails     

      

Year Acquired 1978 

Age of Equipment 1994 

Classification Mini Park 

Size 10,185 sq. ft. 

Location 270 Belle Aire Ave. 

The condition assessment results: 

¶ There is a park sign with hours and not allowing alcohol 

¶ Park equipment has been repainted due to age of the equipment 

¶ Graffiti was present, at the time of the inspection 

¶ There is no shade in this park 

¶ Mulch under swings was needed, at the time of the inspection 

¶ No lighting exists in the park area 

¶ 100% of the park is visible from Belle Aire Avenue 
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Cavalier de LaSalle Park  

 

 

Cavalier De LaSalle Park is located at the west end Percy Drive in Bristol 

Woods Subdivision.   Cavalier De LaSalle Park serves Bristol Woods, Briarcliff, 

Oak Run and Dairy Queen/River Street Subdivisions.   

Cavalier De LaSalle park is neighborhood Park.  The park is more than 5 acres 

in size. The site should be accessible to its service area by way of interconnecting 

trails, sidewalks, or low-volume residential streets.  


