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Village of Bourbonnais

REGULAR VILLAGE BOARD MEETING

~ MINUTES ~

July 7, 2008
CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Paul Schore called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Building Commissioner Gary Preston led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
1.
ROLL CALL:  Village Clerk Brian Simeur called roll with the following Trustees present:  Trustee 
Gary Residori, Trustee Vera Amiano, Trustee Scott Byrne, Trustee Wayne Baranowski, and Trustee 
Rick Fisher.  Absent was Trustee Bruce Greenlee.  Also in attendance were Village Administrator 
Gregg Spathis, Village Treasurer Ron Riebe, and Village Attorney Patrick Dunn.

2.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:  Motion made by Trustee Amiano, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to 
suspend the reading and approve the minutes of the June 16, 2008 Regular Board Meeting and 
June 23, 2008 Special Board Meeting.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.

3.
REPORTS FROM COMMISSIONS AND ADVISORY BOARDS  

· Planning Commission/Zoning Board of Appeals—Ed Hayes, Chairman, gave the following report from the June 19, 2008 meeting:
Zoning Board of Appeals

· Case ZBA-08-001
Request for a variance, allowing for an ornamental aluminum


picket fence on the entire rear yard including over the drainage easement for property located at 
225 Barrington Drive, Lot 467 in Briarcliff Estates Subdivision.

Petitioner:  Rick and Deena Majszak, 225 Barrington Drive, Bourbonnais, IL  60914.

No Board action required.

Planning Commission

· Case 08-Z-010
Request for a public hearing to consider an ordinance amending Chapter 36, Article X of the Municipal Code of the Village of Bourbonnais, IL  60914.  
Petitioner:
Village of Bourbonnais, 700 Main Street NW, Bourbonnais, IL  60914.

Motion made by Trustee Amiano, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to concur with the Plan Commission.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.

· Case 08-Z-011
Request for a Public Hearing to Consider a Request for Special Use permit to allow a Special Needs School in a B-1 Zoning for Property Located at 600 North Convent, Bourbonnais, IL  60914.  

Petitioner:  Joe Franco, Heritage Development, 200 East Court Street, Kankakee, IL  60901.
Mr. Hayes noted that this development is only for the old Kroger building (18,000 square feet) and not the entire complex.  Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to concur with the Plan Commission.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.
The next Plan Commission/Zoning Board of Appeals meeting will be held on Thursday, July 24, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.

4.
BIDS AND QUOTES
· 2008 MFT Street Maintenance Program Bids

Section 08-00000-00-GM –Group 1 – Full Depth Patching


Section 08-00000-00-GM –Group 8 – Overlay


Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to accept the low bid of 
$112,670.00 from Kankakee Valley Construction Company for the Group 1— Full Depth 
Patching, and to accept the low bid of $969,357.55 from Gallagher Asphalt Corporation for 
the Group 8—Overlay.  Prior to the vote, Administrator Spathis explained that the Board 
asked Gallagher Asphalt, as low bidder, to reduce the program by $100,000 because the 
Board felt it did not want to expend the extra money this year out of MFT funds, and 
Gallagher agreed to do that.  Therefore, the actual dollar amount will come in closer to 
the Engineer’s estimate.


Roll call vote:

Trustee Residori – Aye

Trustee Byrne – Aye


Trustee Amiano – Aye

Trustee Baranowski – Aye


Trustee Greenlee – Absent
Trustee Rick Fischer - Aye


Motion passed on a vote of 5-0-1.

5.
CORRESPONDENCE:  none.
6.
FINANCE COMMITTEE

Trustee Vera Amiano, Chair


a.
Consideration to Approve Accounts Payable dated July 7, 2008:  Motion 




made by Trustee Amiano, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to approve accounts 




payable.


Roll call vote:

Trustee Residori – Aye

Trustee Byrne – Aye


Trustee Amiano – Aye

Trustee Baranowski – Aye


Trustee Greenlee – Absent
Trustee Rick Fischer - Aye

Motion passed on a vote of 5-0-1.


b.
April 2008 Unaudited Treasurer’s Report


c.
May 2008 Unaudited Treasurer’s Report



Following a summary of both reports by Village Treasurer Riebe, motion made 



by Trustee Amiano, seconded by Trustee Residori to accept the unaudited 




Treasurer Reports.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.


d.
Ordinance 08-1781 (An Ordinance Making Appropriations for Corporate and 




other Purposes of the Village of Bourbonnais, Kankakee County, Illinois, for 




the Fiscal Year ending April 30, 2009) First Reading  


e.
Resolution 08-995 (A Resolution Approving and Adopting Various Budgets 




for the Village of Bourbonnais, Kankakee County, Illinois for Fiscal Year 




2008-2009)


Motion made by Trustee Amiano, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to read said 




resolution by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.  



Motion made by Trustee Amiano, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to adopt said 




resolution.


Roll call vote:

Trustee Residori – Aye

Trustee Byrne – Aye


Trustee Amiano – Aye

Trustee Baranowski – Aye


Trustee Greenlee – Absent
Trustee Rick Fischer - Aye


Motion passed on a vote of 5-0-1.

7.
POLICE COMMITTEE


Trustee Bruce Greenlee, Chair


a.
Ordinance 08-1775 (An Ordinance Creating Parking Restrictions on Stratford 



Drive East within the Village of Bourbonnais) Second Reading


Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to read said 




ordinance by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.



Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Baranowski, to adopt 



said ordinance.


Roll call vote:

Trustee Residori – Aye

Trustee Byrne – Aye


Trustee Amiano – Aye

Trustee Baranowski – Aye


Trustee Greenlee – Absent
Trustee Rick Fischer - Aye


Motion passed on a vote of 5-0-1.


b.
Ordinance 08-1776 (An Ordinance Creating Parking Restrictions on Emery Drive 



within the Village of Bourbonnais) Second Reading


Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to read said 




ordinance by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.



Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to adopt 




said ordinance.


Roll call vote:

Trustee Residori – Aye

Trustee Byrne – Aye


Trustee Amiano – Aye

Trustee Baranowski – Aye


Trustee Greenlee – Absent
Trustee Rick Fischer - Aye


Motion passed on a vote of 5-0-1.

· Trustee Residori thanked Chief Joe Beard and the entire Police Department for all their great work during the Friendship Festival as there were no real issues.  Chief Beard thanked Trustee Residori for his comments and said he would forward them to the Department.

8.
COMMUNITY & ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT: none.
Trustee Vera Amiano, Chair

9.
PUBLIC WORKS COMMITTEE

Trustee Gary Residori, Chair

· Trustee Residori thanked Public Works Director Mike Chamness and the Public Works Department for their hard work prior to, during, and after the Friendship Festival.  Director Chamness thanked Trustee Residori for his comments, and also said he would happily forward the comments to the Department.

10.
PARKS & RECREATION COMMITTEE:  none.

Trustee Wayne Baranowski, Chair
11.
FRANCHISE, LICENSE & ADMINISTRATION:  none.

Trustee Wayne Baranowski, Chair
12.
ANNEXATION, BUILDING & ZONING COMMITTEE


Trustee Scott Byrne, Chair


a.
Ordinance 08-1778 (An Ordinance Amending the Zoning Classification for 




Property Located on the West Side of Route 45 and 5000N Road in the Village of 



Bourbonnais, Illinois) Second Reading 



Motion made by Trustee Byrne, seconded by Trustee Amiano, to read said 




ordinance by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.



Motion made by Trustee Byrne, seconded by Trustee Residori, to adopt said 



ordinance. 


Roll call vote:

Trustee Residori – Aye

Trustee Byrne – Aye


Trustee Amiano – Aye

Trustee Baranowski – Aye


Trustee Greenlee – Absent
Trustee Rick Fischer - Aye


Motion passed on a vote of 5-0-1.


b.
Ordinance 08-1779 (An Ordinance Approving a Final Plat for Emery Commercial 



Resubdivision) Second Reading



Motion made by Trustee Byrne, seconded by Trustee Amiano, to read said 




ordinance by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.



Motion made by Trustee Byrne, seconded by Trustee Residori, to adopt said 



ordinance. 


Roll call vote:

Trustee Residori – Aye

Trustee Byrne – Aye


Trustee Amiano – Aye

Trustee Baranowski – Aye


Trustee Greenlee – Absent
Trustee Rick Fischer - Aye


Motion passed on a vote of 5-0-1.


c.
Ordinance 08-1782 (An Ordinance Granting a Special Use Permit to Camelot for 



a Commercial School Located at 600 Convent Street, Bourbonnais, Illinois) 



First Reading

d.
Ordinance 08-1783 (An Ordinance Amending Chapter 36 Article X of the 




Municipal Code of the Village of Bourbonnais, Illinois Concerning Temporary 



Buildings and Mobile Classrooms) First Reading


e.
Ordinance 08-1784 (An Ordinance Vacating an Easement on Lot 1 of Heritage



Meadows 3rd Addition) First Reading
13.
COMMUNITY AFFAIRS & SERVICES COMMITTEE

Trustee Vera Amiano, Chair
· Trustee Amiano thanked the Friendship Festival Committee and workers for their hard work.  It really paid off as the Friendship Festival was great this year.

14.
UTILITY COMMITTEE:  none.

Trustee Gary Residori, Chair
15.
BUILDINGS & GROUNDS COMMITTEE:  none.
Trustee Scott Byrne, Chair
16.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
· Annexation, Building & Zoning—Thursday, July 10, 2008 at 3:30 p.m.
· Police—Thursday, July 10, 2008 at 4:30 p.m.
· Franchise, License & Administration—Thursday, July 17, 2008 at 4:00 p.m.

· Finance—Thursday, July 17, 2008 at 4:30 p.m.
17.
VILLAGE ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT—see attached report

Gregg Spathis, Administrator

18.
VILLAGE ATTORNEY’S REPORT:  none.
Patrick Dunn, Attorney

19.
VILLAGE PRESIDENT’S REPORT

Paul Schore, Village President

a.
Park Advisory Board appointment—Randy King



Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to accept Mayor 



Schore’s nomination of Randy King for the Park Advisory Board.  Motion passed 



on a voice vote of 5-0.

· Mayor Schore said that the Friendship Festival was just great this year.  The weather was great, and attendance was probably over 100,000 people.

20.
OLD BUSINESS:  none.
21.
NEW BUSINESS:  none.
22.
PUBLIC COMMENTS

· Jennifer Cox, 610 Lewis in Eagle Creek Subdivision, said that she would like to have the media talk about the good homes and neighbors in their subdivision.  She has had a home inspection done by Steve Duchene and her home is well constructed and it is a shame that her property is thought so badly of.  Mayor Schore said that he would like the word to get out that there are happy residents that have purchased Kennedy Homes.  Ms. Cox did say that the Village of Bourbonnais did a proper inspection and the home passed.  She said that it is unfortunate that the Village of Bourbonnais is getting a bad rap for what a couple of home owners have said.  Mayor Shore agreed that our inspectors have years of experience and do an outstanding job.
· Vince Giardina, 847 Tremont Street, said that since the Kennedy Homes issues have come to light, his home value has decreased.  He asked about what the Village of Bourbonnais plans to do about the weed issues in that area.  Mayor Schore said that Public Works will do the mowing if necessary and if so, the Village of Bourbonnais will try to recoup the expenses.  Mr. Giardina claimed that the Kennedy Homes builders did not follow Bourbonnais Codes.  Mayor Schore again stressed that the Kennedy Home Builders met code, but not much more.

· Ron Hansen, 1297 Greenbriar Ct., told the Board that the homeowner who had to move due to mold was sold a bad home on a bad lot with bad drainage.  The Village of Bourbonnais should resolve this for them.  Mayor Schore said that there are way too many unanswered questions with the house he is referring to.  Mayor Schore said the homeowners were offered a buy back, a repair, or new construction from Kennedy homes, and they didn’t take it.  Mr. Hansen said he has been told that Kennedy Homes was able to get away with substandard work in the Village of Bourbonnais.  Trustee Byrne asked Mr. Hansen to substantiate these claims.  Mr. Giardina said that he wanted to state, for the record, that property values have gone down nationwide, not just in Bourbonnais.
· Mayor Schore asked Building Commissioner Gary Preston what types of inspections are done on new construction.  Mr. Preston said that 16 inspections are done on each property to ensure the Village of Bourbonnais codes are met by builders.  
· Jon Cox, 610 Lewis, has been trying to get his story out and Mr. Mays from the Kankakee Daily Journal has no interest in getting their positive side of the Kennedy Homes story out to the public.  

· Ed Hayes, Plan Commission Chair, said that it concerns him when people make statements which are reported without any real proof.

· Naywonia Graham, 605 School Drive, has formed a homeowner’s association and said that it was done with good intentions.  She said the Village of Bourbonnais has done all they can to help with the problems.  The Homeowner’s “Group” (as Mayor Schore referred to it as) was formed so residents in that area can unite together.  She asked about the outstanding Kennedy Home permits that there are supposedly issues with.  Village Attorney Dunn said there are six homes under construction.  Building Commissioner Preston said the permits will expire after six months of no activity on the homes.  Mayor Schore said that some start to expire in August 2008.  Once they do expire, the Village will seek the appropriate action.
· Janna Hogle, 1697 Patriot Way, said they love their home and everyone should have pride in their property.

· Ron Hansen claims the Kankakee Daily Journal has been fair about the Kennedy Homes issues.  He challenged the Village of Bourbonnais to make these bad issues right.  Mayor Schore said that the Village of Bourbonnais will not spend tax payer dollars to resolve issues that are between the builder and buyers, but it will help when it can.  Mayor Schore also stated that our Code officials do their job well.  For the amount of telephone calls he receives from builders upset with Building Code being too stringent, or too nit-picky, he is yet to have a call from anyone stating our Building Code is not picky enough.  The Village of Bourbonnais has worked successfully with the Home Builders Association of Kankakee County on some ordinance upgrades of issues that arose during the previous building season, like eaves, percentage of brick placement, etc.  He also doesn’t feel government should regulate particular items like type of home, design, landscaping, etc., like Celebration, Florida, for instance.  They regulate everything down to the color of flowers planted.  That is not what Bourbonnais is about.  Bourbonnais is about having options.  He went on to say that Code and workmanship are two different things.  Certainly, there are several ways to roof a building, etc., some better than others.  The Village’s only concern is if the method is done correctly.

· Cheryl Herberger, 559 Beach Avenue, and also a local contractor who is a proud homeowner in the area, said that this is a great place to live.

· Gregg Spathis, Village Administrator, said that he can’t sell his house in Richton Park.  The real estate markets are down all over.  He said his property value has decreased 15% with no Kennedy Homes nearby to account for the decrease.

· Diane Herndon, 605 Lewis, said that she is very happy with their Kennedy Home, and have had no problems.   
23.
ADJOURNMENT:  Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Byrne, to 
adjourn the 
regular board meeting.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 5-0.  The meeting 
adjourned at 7:16 
p.m.
Respectfully Submitted by:

/s/ Brian Simeur
___________________________

Brian Simeur

Village Clerk
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