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VILLAGE OF BOURBONNAIS

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING

MINUTES

October 23, 2006
CALL TO ORDER:  Village President Robert Latham called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Ron Hansen, Village resident, led the Pledge of Allegiance.  
ROLL CALL:  The roll was called by Village Clerk Brian Simeur, with the following Trustees present:  Trustee Gary Residori, Trustee Paul Schore, Trustee Bruce Greenlee, and Trustee Jeannie Guebert.  Absent were Trustee Vera Amiano, and Trustee Scott Byrne.  Also in attendance were Village Treasurer Ron Riebe, Village Attorney Patrick Dunn, and Village Administrator Frank Koehler. 
6.  Public Comments:  Mayor Latham started out with asking if anyone had any comments before the meeting began.
(
George Nemitz, 754 Cherokee Drive, expressed his feelings on the new 
Industrial TIF.  He said that when it comes to these types of districts, we 
need to ensure that the type of jobs and wages are of high value (pay and long 
term jobs).  He feels the local businesses don’t seem to benefit from these 
types of TIF’s and the local businesses are the businesses we need to look out 
for.  In his opinion, the Village also needs to look out for the schools given they 
are what draw people to Bourbonnais.

(
Keith Runyon, 1165 Plum Creek Drive, started by asking the Board if they had 
seen the ongoing articles in the Chicago Tribune that discuss TIF districts and 
whether or not they actually are beneficial.  He said that people are starting to 
figure out what TIF’s are all about, and in the Kankakee area we have created 
what he is referring to as a reverse “Robin Hood” effect, where we are taking 
monies from the taxpayers and providing them to the businesses.  As examples, 
he used Jewel and their parent company, who just recently announced some of 
the highest quarterly profits earnings in their history; Kroger, a multi-million 
dollar corporation—he feels they are two examples of businesses that really 
don’t need financial help from the Village of Bourbonnais, yet the Village feels 
the need to help these businesses with benefits.  He says there is no evidence 
that shows that these benefits given to these businesses actually in turn benefit 
the taxpayers.  As he said at numerous meetings before this, he remains 
opposed to the Industrial TIF that the Village is proposing tonight.

(
Ron Hansen, 1297 Green Briar Court, said that he is against the TIF and the 
Board is well aware of this.  He again stated that TIF’s do nothing but take 
money from the taxpayers who should be using this money to purchase 
various things that will help the economy move forward.
(
Nancy Sharp, 210 Kristina Drive, as a senior citizen on a fixed income, she 
wanted to remind the board that this TIF is not doing those individuals like 
herself any favors.  She said that with the high school needing funding, water 
rates going up, garbage rates going up, and then tax money being sent to 
businesses, she said this is putting a strain on 
the taxpayers/residents.  She 
asked the Board to be careful that these businesses don’t take the money and 
run out of Bourbonnais.
1.
Ordinance 06-1658 (An Ordinance Approving the Tax Increment 
Financing Redevelopment Plan and Project for the Bourbonnais 
Industrial Park Conservation Area) Second Reading


Motion made by Trustee Schore, seconded by Trustee Residori, to read said 
ordinance by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 4-0.


Following the vote, Mayor Latham asked Village Administrator Koehler to give a 
brief overview of the Industrial TIF.  Administrator Koehler said the TIF is based 
on the chronic unemployment rate within the Kankakee County area, which is 
over 6%, far in excess of what the State and National averages.  The TIF 
agreement will include a 15% surplus that would be redistributed to other 
taxing districts, and also makes a commitment for the construction of a new 
fire station for that area, as well as provide dollars for job training.  

Attorney Dunn also noted that the Joint Review Board did concur with the TIF, 
and the areas that Village Administrator Koehler just recapped.  The Joint 
Review Board included the school districts.

Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Schore, to adopt 
said 
ordinance.  

Roll call vote:
Trustee Residori – Aye
Trustee Greenlee – Aye

Trustee Amiano – Absent
Trustee Guebert – Aye

Trustee Schore – Aye
Trustee Byrne - Absent

Motion passed on a vote of 4-0-2.
2.
Ordinance 06-1659 (An Ordinance Designating the Bourbonnais 
Industrial 
Park Conservation Area) Second Reading

Motion made by Trustee Schore, seconded by Trustee Greenlee, to read 
said 
ordinance by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 4-0.


Administrator Koehler said this ordinance designates the area as The 
Industrial Park Conservation Area, as required by state statute.

Motion made by Trustee Schore, seconded by Trustee Residori, to adopt 
said 
ordinance.  

Roll call vote:
Trustee Residori – Aye
Trustee Greenlee – Aye

Trustee Amiano – Absent
Trustee Guebert – Aye

Trustee Schore – Aye
Trustee Byrne - Absent

Motion passed on a vote of 4-0-2.
3.
Ordinance 06-1660 (An Ordinance Adopting Tax Increment Financing) 


Second Reading 


Motion made by Trustee Schore, seconded by Trustee Residori, to read said 
ordinance by title only.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 4-0.


Administrator Koehler said this ordinance adopts tax increment financing 
as the financing instrument within the industrial conservation area.

Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee Schore, to adopt 
said 
ordinance.  

Roll call vote:
Trustee Residori – Aye
Trustee Greenlee – Aye

Trustee Amiano – Absent
Trustee Guebert – Aye

Trustee Schore – Aye
Trustee Byrne - Absent

Motion passed on a vote of 4-0-2.
4.
Old Business:  none.
5.
New Business:  Trustee Residori asked Administrator Koehler to talk to Gary Preston regarding the dumping of concrete and other things in an empty lot at the end of Kristina Drive.  This was brought to Trustee Residori’s attention prior to the Board meeting by Nancy Sharp, who lives on that street.  Village Administrator Koehler said he would talk to him in the morning.  

Mayor Latham took this opportunity to thank Administrator Koehler and all others for their help with the Industrial TIF project.  This was a monumental task and was done in a relatively short period of time.  All the efforts that were put into this showed through tonight with the approval of the district.  Mayor Latham acknowledged that there is some opposition to this TIF, as demonstrated tonight, but he feel that in the long run, this will definitely prove worthy of all the effort going into it.  With the railroad and interstate access this area has, this is going to prove to be a great idea.

Administrator Koehler commented that he would like to applaud the Mayor and the Board for passing this tonight.  As everyone knows, TIF is a very controversial issue, not just here but throughout the state.  Strong leadership by the Board to step forward and create this industrial TIF says a lot to the area that the Village is serious about bringing jobs to the area, helping this county lower the unemployment rate.  He said time will tell how successful we are, but he feels the Village of Bourbonnais has been very successful utilizing TIF to develop the current TIF areas and he does not see why this Industrial TIF would be any different.  Mayor Latham also commented that the businesses within our current TIF districts will be going back on the tax rolls effective in 2009, which will bring an additional $15 to $20 million in assessed value to the property tax rolls.  Mayor Latham asked the question:  How much of the $15 to $20 million of assessed value would actually be on the tax rolls in 2009 if it weren’t for the TIF districts that encouraged these businesses to come to Bourbonnais and open their businesses?  
6.
Public Comments Continued:
(
Ron Hansen disagrees with Administrator Koehler on the fact that industrial TIF 
will lower the unemployment rates.  He believes the unemployment in this 
county is incorrigible and that the problem lies within the training of 
individuals to make them employable.
(
George Nemitz commended the Board for having the courage to vote this 
through; although he still disagrees with the concept of tax increment 
financing.

(
Keith Runyon, asked, “How does this TIF help me?”  He said that the Village 
needs to be 
innovators, not imitators, and find other ways to attract 
businesses to the area.
7.
Adjournment:  Motion made by Trustee Residori, seconded by Trustee 
Schore, to adjourn this Special Board meeting.  Motion passed on a voice 
vote of 4-0.  The meeting was adjourned at 6:27 p.m.


Respectfully submitted,


________________________


Brian Simeur, Village Clerk
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