Village of Bourbonnais

Public Hearing before the Corporate Authorities
~ MINUTES ~

November 15, 2004
5:30 p.m.
1.
Call to Order—Village President Latham called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
2.
Roll Call Clerk Brian Simeur called Roll with the following Trustees in attendance: Trustee Gary Residori, Trustee Amiano, Trustee Paul Schore, Trustee Bruce Greenlee, Trustee Jeannie Guebert, and Trustee Scott Byrne.  Also in attendance: Village Administrator Frank Koehler, Village Treasurer Ron Riebe, and Village Attorney Patrick Dunn.  

3.
Public Hearing—Annexation, Annexation Agreement, and Zoning for Countryside LLC (Benson/Security Lumber)
Administrator Koehler presented the preliminary site map to the Board, explaining the development’s location and some of the particulars about the plan.  He said that it consists of an 82-acre development located on the north side of St. George Road, and east of the Oak Trace subdivision.  There will be 150 single-family homes and 72 duplex units.  
4.
Public Comments

· Darrel Bruck, of 2943 Chippewa Drive in Bourbonnais Township, asked the Board to implement School Impact Fees.  He said that although he does not live in the Village of Bourbonnais, he advised that the building boom in the Village of Bourbonnais would have an adverse effect on the school districts (Bourbonnais Elementary School District 53 and Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School District 307) which could affect his property taxes.  He feels that those new homeowners need to be assessed impact fees on their new houses, thus allowing the school districts to accommodate the increased enrollment.  He said the Bourbonnais Village Board’s failure to implement impact fees is the direct result of the BBCHS School District’s need for a funding referendum in the spring of 2005.  He also said that it is a double standard since the Village of Bourbonnais charges sewer tap on fees.  He asked what the Board is waiting on, perhaps all the farmland to be grandfathered in before they are acted upon?
Mayor Latham responded first by saying that he appreciates Mr. Bruck’s comments, but he is not a resident of the Village of Bourbonnais.  He went on to say that, talks are underway with the other communities in the County to work out an impact fee plan for the entire county so that all of the communities are on the same “playing field”.

· Keith Runyon, of 1156 Plum Creek Drive in Village of Bourbonnais, said that since he is a resident of Bourbonnais, he would adopt all of Mr. Bruck’s comments/beliefs.  He added that he does not believe that growth, for the sake of growth, is a good thing.  He estimates that based on the annexations that are taking place in the Village of Bourbonnais, there will be approximately 1800 additional students because of the new housing.  He then gave various statistics that showed communities in northern counties have enacted impact fees and are still growing at astonishing rates, which he said begs the question of whether Impact Fees stifle growth.  From the looks of things in those communities, the answer would be no.

Mayor Latham asked if the Village of Bourbonnais would be in the same category as the communities he is referring to, (e.g., Joliet, Romeoville, and Frankfort).  Mr. Runyon said yes, in due time.  He said there is nothing deleterious about impact fees, but not charging them for new home developments is deleterious.  He added that at today’s Kankakee County Planning and Zoning meeting, they are looking to accelerate the assessing of impact fees.  

Mayor Latham responded by saying that he wanted to remind Mr. Runyon and Mr. Bruck that the Village of Bourbonnais has given the Bourbonnais Elementary School District 53 and Bradley-Bourbonnais Community High School District 307 over $2 million.  He said that at a theoretical impact fee of $2000 for 1000 homes would have taken ten years for the school districts to recoup what they have received from the Village of Bourbonnais in about three and one-half years.  Mayor Latham reiterated that we are not going to implement impact fees until our agreement with other communities in the county are in place.  He said that the Village of Bourbonnais deserves a little respect for what we have done for the local school districts.  Mayor Latham added that talks would continue.

· Mr. Bruck asked why the Village of Bourbonnais charges impact fees for sewers and not for schools.  Administrator Koehler reminded Mr. Bruck that this is the public hearing for the Countryside annexation and not the forum to address this issue.   
5.
Adjournment—Motion made by Trustee Byrne and seconded by Trustee Schore to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 6-0.  Meeting adjourned at 5:52 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

_______________________

Brian Simeur, Village Clerk
