Village of Bourbonnais

Public Hearing before the Corporate Authorities
~ MINUTES ~

September 7, 2004
5:30 p.m.
1.
Call to Order—Village President Latham called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.
2.
Roll Call—Village Clerk Brian Simeur called roll with the following Trustees in attendance: Trustee Gary Residori, Trustee Vera Amiano, Trustee Paul Schore, Trustee Bruce Greenlee, Trustee Jeannie Guebert, and Trustee Scott Byrne.  Also in attendance: Village Administrator Frank Koehler, Village Treasurer Ron Riebe, and Village Attorney Patrick Dunn.  

3.
Public Hearing—Annexation of property along the west side of Route 45, between John Casey Road and Bethel Drive.

Mayor Latham explained that with Route 45 on the north end of the Village becoming of such a growing area, he felt that this annexation is necessary in order to control the development within the Village boundaries, which these lots essentially are.

Administrator Koehler said that state statute allows the Village to annex property that is less than 60 acres and is surrounded by Village property lines, which these lots are.  If it is the Board’s choice to move forward with the annexation of the 12 parcels, a legal notice needs to be placed in the paper at least 10 days before the Village of Bourbonnais adopts the final annexation.
Mayor Latham made it clear that this is not a hostile type of annexation and he said that each property owner would have property tax abatement for the first five years.

Administrator Koehler noted that the Village is not out to obtain additional revenues through the property taxes the Village would receive as it would total just over $2000 for all 12 parcels.

4.
Public Comments
· John Bartolini, one of the parcel owners at 777 N. Convent, and owner of Four Seasons Tree Care, asked what impact the Village ordinances would have on his business.  Attorney Dunn said that all existing businesses located in the 12-parcel strip will be grandfathered in.  However, they will not be allowed to expand or rebuild if a catastrophe damaged the structure.  He also asked if the Village was offering free sewer hook up.  Mayor Latham said that was offered during the initial attempts to get landowners to annex and it is now no longer being offered.

· Roy Bernard, of The Journal, asked how many actual property owners there are.  Administrator Koehler said that there are 10.  Mr. Bernard also asked if the hair salon would be able to remain in operation, and what would happen if the business sold?  Attorney Dunn said yes, it too would be grandfathered in under a legal non-conforming use.  It was noted by Attorney Dunn that to the best of his knowledge, if a business was sold to another party, the “grandfathering” would not follow.
5.
Adjournment—A motion was made by Trustee Schore and seconded by Trustee Greenlee to adjourn the meeting.  Motion passed on a voice vote of 6-0.  Meeting adjourned at 5:41 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________________

Brian Simeur, Village Clerk
